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My Son, Fear thou the Lord and the Ring; and meddle not t 
with them that are given to Change. 1A 


Know not how to begin 2 Diſcourſe upon this Subject better, than in 
| [ thoſe Words wherewith the Judicious Mr. Hooker begins. his Learned 
Diſcourſe of the Laws of Eccleſiaſtical Policy: * He ( ſays he I tha 
goes about to perſwade a Mulritude that they are hot ſo well govern d 
* they ought to be, ſhall never want attentive and fayourable Heaters 
* becauſe they know the manifold Defects whereunts every Kind of Regi 
ment is ſubject, but the ſecret Lets and Difficulties, which in Publick Pro4 
ceedings are innumerable and inevitable, they haye not. ordinarily thy 
Judgment to confider. And becauſe ſuch as openly reprove ſuppoſed Dili 
orders of State, are taken for principal Friends to the common Benefit of 
* all, and for Men that carry ſingular Freedom of Mind; under this faif 
* and plauſible Colour, whatſoever they utter paſſes for good and currant 
* that which, is wanting in the Weight of their Speech being ſupplied bi 
* the Aptneſs of Mens Minds to accept and believe it. Whereas, on the 0 
* ther fide. If we maiataia things that are eſtabliſn'd, we have not only t 
* ſtrive with a Number of heavy Prejudices deeply rooted in the Hearts of 
Men, who think that herein we ſerve the Time, and ſpeak in Favour o 
the preſent State, becauſe whereby we either hold or ſeek Preferment 
© but alſo to bear ſuch Exceptions as Minds fo averted beſore-hand uſuall 
* take againſt that which they are loth ſhould be pour'd into them. 
Bat what would not be ſo well taken from me, will, I hope, be bette 
taken when coming out of the Mouth of a very Wiſe Man; and ſuch a 
One, you will ſurely all acknowſedge Solomon to have been. And: Ha 


was, ('twas he who excell'd in wiſdom all that, were before him, and al 4 
that haye liv'd fince;) or rather, it was Viſdom it ſelf ſpeaking by bY. D 
Mouth, which has given this Advice in the Text, which I would now perf Fa 
ſwade you to follow: My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King; ant, , 
medale not with them that are given to Change. . 
Concerning | which it may be obſerv'd in general, that it is gie. al 
here as a Father's Advice to his Son; My Son, fear thou the Lord and . p 
King; and from hence we may tea ſonably conelude that it is very gol 3 
Advice, and that to follow it will be very much for our own Profit and A jn t 
vantage; For that's the only End that a Father has in the Counſel af, - 
Inſtruction that he gives his Son; he never means any thing by it but th 


Son's Good; he never adviſes his Son to any thing but - what he thinks 


will be for his Intereſt to do: and whenever he Uſhers in any Advice Pon 
ſoch Manner as this here is introduc'd, with a ſolemn and particular Co Boy 
pellation, ſerving to excit and fix the Attention to what follows; My SE 75 : 
de this; or, My Son, do that; it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that for 
judges the Advice which he is then about to give to be matter of | ſelv 
greateſt Uſefulneſs and Importance; *tis a fign that tis what he wos 2e 
have his Son take a ſpecial Regard to, and be very careful to obſer ve. 
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Coch fs, moſt manifeſtly, the Counſel which the Wiſe Father here givez 
to his Son; it is concerning Matters of the "Higheſt Importance, and of 
the neareſt Concern to every Man; My Son, Fear thou thi Lord, and the 


| King, and meddle not with them that are given toChange. © 


I. For that the firſt Branch of this Advice is ſuch, will, I ſuppoſe, be 
readily granted by all, My Son, fear thou the Lord; For the fear of the 
Lord u the Beginning of Wiſdom ; The Fear of God induces and compre- 
hends our whole Duty to him; if we fear God as we ought to do, and as 4 
good Son fears his Father, we ſhall readily obey him in every Command 
that he lays upon us. Nay, this comprehends all our Duty not only to 
Cod, but to Men too, to whom we are to perform all the Offices of our Religi- 
on to them for God's ſa ke, and out of a Principle of Conſcience ind Obedi- 
eace-to God, Of this Fear of Goa then we may fay, as our Sawrour does 
of the Love of God, (and we may truly ſay it, for indeed the Lobe of 
God and the Fear of God are in ſubſtance rhe fame) that it is the firit and 


great Commanament ; which if we are carefultro keep according to its true 


and comprehenſive Meaning, we ſhall be deficient in no Part of Duty. 
II. But the Second Branch of the Wiſe Farhers Advice to his Son is ald 


next to the former, of the higheſt importance, and of the neareſt Concering 


Fear the King; My Son; Fear thou the Lord, and the King: By which is 
meant, that our next Care to that of keeping a good Conſcience towards 


| God, ſhould be that of behaving our ſelves orderly and regularly'in that 


Station which God has plac'd us in of Subornation and Subjection ro thoſe 
Men that are ſet over us by God, with a Power to order and enact ſuch Gons 
ſtitutions (only not contrary to the Divine Laws) as are neceflary to con- 
erve Juſtice and Peace in that Society over which they prefide : Fear the 
King, that is, Obey him, keep his Laws, and behave thy ſelf in all things; 
and as a dutiful Subject towards him; Or if thou cauſt not witha good Con- 
* ſcience obey his Commands, yet do not dare to refift his Authority. If what - 
he commands be lawtul, do readily as thou art commanded; Or if it bs 
* not lawful, (which may ſomerimes be: for the Laws of Men are not al- 
ways agrecable to the Laws of God) yet even in that Caſe thun art not 
diſcharged from thy ſubj:Rion to him; for when thou canſt not obey 
thou muſt ſubmit ; and that not only becauſe thou Tanſt not help it, but 
altho' thou couldſt; if thou canſt not do as he bids thee, thou maſt take 
patiently the Puniſnment that is impos d upon thee for thy difobediente. 
Ihis is the Duty of Subjects to their Governors, as it is briefly taught 
in the Text, Fear the King; and more largely in other Places of holy Ser ip- 
ture; as in Eceleſ.gb. 2. I counſel thee to keep the Kings Coumanament, 
and that in regard of the Oath of God: in Rom. 13. Let every Soul be 
ſubject unto rhe Higher Powers; for there is no Power but of G; the 
Powers that be are ordained of God. Whofoever therefore refiSerhs the 
Power, refiicth the ordinance of God, ard they that reſiſt ſpal recei ui 
to themſelves Damnation — Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject noi ouly 
for Wrath, but alſo for Conſci encs ſabe j and in i Pet, 2. 13, ſubmit your 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's fake ;' whither it be 10 
the King as Supreme, or amo Governors 'as untd. them thut are ſent by 
8 TT | A's | hin 


him, for the Puniſhment of oy, \ Ras for the Praiſe of them that do 
well, For ſi is the Will of God, that with well-doing ye may put to, Si- 
| lence, the, Ignorance of fooliſh men. As free, an i not uſt ug your Liberty for 
a Cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as t hs Servants of Christ. Honour all men of & 
Love the Brother hood; Fear God, Honour the King. or 
This, May, is the Du: 'Y, (as. it is plainly. taught in Scripture 1 Sub- | 
jets to theie Governors; that is, to them who have the Supreme Autha-l 1 o 
riry of the Nation to which they belong, by whatſoever Name or Tirle 
they are call'd; that is, to the Legi/ltive Power in what Hands focyer®# 
it is lodg 'd by che particular Conſtitution, of the Place. For there may bẽ, 
and in ſome Conntries there is, the Name and Title ofa King without hel 
Power; and there may be, and in ſome other. Couptries there 1s the Power 
of a King without the Name,; Nay, there is indeed in every Country, 
State, Kingdom or Common - wealth, the Kingly or the Supreme Power 
lodg'd ſomewhere or other, either in One, in Few, or in more Hands: ur 
This Power, I ſay, there is in the Government of every. Nation, as well in} 5 55 l 
a Democracy, or Ariſtocracy, as as in a Monarchy ; and as well in the molt 
Limited Mooarchy, as in that which is the molt Arbitrary and Abſolute ;| 2 
and I ſay,'tis this Kingly Power, where-ever lis by the Conſtitution feared 55 
or lodg'd, that is to be fear'd and obe y d: For the Scripture. only declares e 
in general the Duties of Governors to their Subjects, and of ſubjects to their = an 
Governors, but it does not expreſly define or preſcribe any one Form or 184 
manner of Government as neceſſary to be ſet up and preſerved in all Na- 4b 
tions; but leaves every Country to it ſelf to eſtabliſh that Form of GoverneM'** 
ment which is moſt ſuitable to its own particular Temper and Genius, | 
Oaly when any ſort of Government is ſet up and eftabliſh'd (there being, 
as was ſaid before, in every Form of Government a Kingly, that is, auf 5 
Abſolute and Arbitrary Power lodg'd ſomewhere or other, either in one 
Hand or in more) it then commands Obedience, and forbids Reſiſtance to , 
this Sovereign Power; It commands Submiſſion to this Power, as 0 the on 
Ordinance of God, ( for there u no Power but of God, and the Powers 
that be are ordained of God; )and it declares, that they that being placed 
in Subjection to this Power do make Reſiſtance to it, reſiſt the ee 2 
of God, and ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 5 
And thus much of the Second Branch of the Wiſe Man's Advice to bislf | 
Son; My Son, Fear thou the King. But before I come to ſpeak of the 5 
Taird, Meaddle not with them that are gi ven to Change, I think it may t 
be of good Uſe to make ſome brief Obſervations upon the Two former 
Branches of it, conſider d as given together in the ſame Breath, as can: | 
netted with each other, as depending one upon the other ;- Fear the Lord, 
and the King. And, 5 
1. From the Order i in which theſe Two Branches of his Advice are plac'd, de 
Fear thou the Lord, and the King, it may te obſerved, that God is to bee 
firſt fear q. then the King; or that God is to be more fear'd than the K ing 
that no Power upon Earth has Authority to make Laws contrary to the Di- 
vine Laws, or to diſcharge its Subjects from thoſe Obligations which were! 
before laid upon them by rhe Law of God. This is ſo evident, Thar the 
| Aboſtles 108 
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A les when they had been charged by the Jewiſh gen bai to forbear 
1 reaching in th: Name of Jeſus, Aﬀs 4. 16,17, to do vhich they had be- 
= fore receiv'd a Command from God, boldly appeal'd evento the Council 
= hemſelves, to judge, asd deęlare whether in ſuch a caſe their Order ought 
„ No be obey'd; as knowing that they themſelves would not dare to affirm 
e That a Human Law could eva cuate or ſet by a contrary Law of God, J. 19. 
*rer and John anſwered and faid unto them, Whether it be right inthe 
Pight of God, to hearken'unto you more than unto God, judge ve. | 
ij "2+ From the Advice of Fearing and Obeying the King, being immedi. 
er rely ſuljeyn d to that of Fearing God, and both being given as it were in 
a Ihe {ame Breath, Fear rhe Lord and the King, it may be obſery'd, chat 


pur higheit Obligation, next to that of Obeying God, is to obey and ſubmit 
zur ſelves to thoſe whom God has made his Deputies and Viceroys here up- 
0 bn Earth: And this is the Relation wherein Earthly Kings, that is, the 
"6 overeign Powers of every State or Nation, do ſtand to God, By me Kings 
\" Fr ign--+ By me Princes rule; fo we are told, Prov, 8. 15, 16. The weft 
d þ . rule: hj in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomfuever he will; 
es ve are tiught, Dau 4. 32. And chore is mo Power but of God; the 
ir Powers that be are ordained of God, ſays the 'Apoſile, Rom. 13, 1 And 
rl gain, He is the Minifer'cf God to thee for Good; He the Miniſter 
% an Avenger to Exerute Wrath upon him that dot h Evil, V. 4. 
uc from this Relation wherein the Supreme Powers of every Nation do 
1. ard to Gd, they themſi lues are ſometimes in Scripture called Geas, Exod. 
2. 28. they are fiid to jaage not for Man but for the Lord, 2 Chr. 19. 6. 
an ind the judgment that they give is called, God's Judgment. Deut. 
J . 17. Having therefore a ſort of God-like Power communicated: to them 
Sy God, 'ris but fit that next to God they ſhould be had in the higheſt 
Honour by their SubjeQs, and that after the Care of Religion, the Sub- 
Ects next chieſeſt Care ſhould be to behave themſelves dutifully to thoſe 
hom God has Let over them, in order to preſer ve Peace enen 
co MY orld, Fear the Lord, and the King. | 
= 3. From the Connexion that is made in the Text hr theſe Two Du- 
es, the Fear of God and of the King, it may be further obſerv'd, and moſt 
tab) inferr'd, that they are not Repugnant and Contradictory, nay, 
ye they are very Conſiſtent with each other. So that a good Man may 
er ch fear God and the King too; and there can never be a Neceſſity lying 
on any Man from his Obligation to diſcharge one of choſe Duties, to neg- 
et or trantgreſs the other. It is not therefore true Loyalty, but Cowar- 
e or Worldly-mindedneſs that ever makes Men give up their Rehgion 
d Conſcience to the Humour of their Prince, and yield a blind Obedience 
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d, 
beſWertiour Reſerve or Exception to all his mmands, how unjuſt, how un- 
> :Walonible, how ungodly and Irrehigious Pever they be; for ſuch Submiſ- 


bn as this to the Will of Pri: aces, is a manifeſt ContradiQion to the firſt 
anch ot the Advice here given, Feax#he Lord. And on the other fide. It 
not true Religion aud à well inform!d Confciegce, but an. Ignorant and. 
i guided Zeal, or a Ferm of Godlineſs without the Power of ig, that 
er turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; that e eme 
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Subjects againſt their Sovereign, 2 . depoſes Princes, and unfetcle? 
the State, and diſturbs the Peace and Order of the World: This is as ma- 
nifeſt a Contradiction to the Second Branch of the Advice, Fear the Ring; * 
My, Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King 5 we may certainly do both of i w 
theſe, or elſe both would not have been commanded, But it is a thing dl 
too evident to be deny'd, that the Laws of Princes are not always con- a 
formable to the Laws of God; and when they are not ſo, it is 1mpoſlible | A 
that they ſhould be both comply'd with by an Active Obedience; For, as , 
our Saviour ſays, No Man can ſerve two Maſters ; to be ſure, not Two it 
whoſe Commands are Repugnant and Contradictory: In this Caſe there- BE it 
fore Subjects are not in Duty bound to do as they are commanded by their 2 
Governours ; and yet neither in this Caſe does the Precept enjoining them ju 
ro fear the King become void and of none effect, only it then ties them 
to an Obedience of another Sort, that is, to a Submiſſion of themſelves to _ 
ſuffer the Puniſh ment of thatLaw which they could not with a good Con- I 
ſcience yield an active Obedience to: Mill the King, that is the Sovereign C. 
Civil Power muſt be fear'd; and he is fear d and obey'd as much as in this = p! 
Caſe beought tobe, when his Authority is not reliſted, when out of Con- ve 
ſeience towards God we endure Grief, ſuffering wrong fully, for, (as the ar 
Apoſtle ſays) hereunto are we called; Becauſe Chriſt alſo juffer'd for us, WW 4 
leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow his Steps; and ſo is the 44 
Will of God, that with well doing we ſhould put to Silence the Ignorance Di 
of fooliſh men. 1 Pet. 2. 21. 15. But, | tri 

4 Laſtly, What may be further obſerv d and argu'd from the Connext- By no 
on that ſeems to be here made berween cheſe two firſt Branches of the alt 
Wiſe Man's Advice, My Son, fear thou the Lord, amd the King, is this; That to 
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Religion towards God is the beſt and ſureſt Ground of Loyalty and due O- ma 


bedience to the King; He that fears Ged as he ought to do, will alſo fear ve 
the King for God's ſake,and becauſe God has commanded him ſo to do; his Bi ver 
Loyalty will be a part of his Religion; and he, for the ſame Reaſon for WF 501 
which he will be ever at all Loyal, will be alvays ſo; But he that honours | 
bis Prince upon any other Principle, will honour him no more, nor no on- 
ger than while he finds his own Intereſt in it; He flatters his King, but he in 
is no true Friend to him; He ſerves him only forReward, and will be as ready 8 
to betray as to ſerve him when he can get more by that than by this. 

III. And now I come to ſpeak of the Third Branch of the Wiſe Father's Wi 
Advice to his Son; Meddle no; with them that are given 10 Change. In 
Order to the Explication of which it may be needful to enquire, 1. Who 
they are that may be ſaid to be given to Change; and 2. What it is to 
medale with ſuch Men. TY | 

But before | do theſe things, Ithink it will be expedient, . (both to pre- 
vent any miſunderſtanding of wha ſhall be ſaid, and likewiſe for ſome o- 
ther good Purpoſes ) ro take particul ir Notice who it is that the Advice 
in the Text, not to medale with ſuch as are given to Change, is directed 
to; My Sou, medale not with them that are given to Change. 

And here it may be conſider d, that the Giver of this Advice was Saloman, | 
who was himſelf King over facl,vho had himſelf the whole Kingly Power, 


ia whom ſolely, and without any Partner or Sharer in the Government, the 
ME whole Sovereign Authority of the Nation, both Legiſlative and Executive, 

= was lodg'd; For this you know was the Conſtitution among the Jews, the 
bv hole Sovereignty was.in. the King alone; Counſellors he might have, but 
rey had po Share with him in the Legiſlacure, for it was at his free Ele- 
Zion to take their Advice or not; and what he eaacted, whether with their 
Ad vice or without it, was good Law. Such a King, I ſay, was Solomon, who 
gives this Counſel, not to meddle with ſuch as are given to Vin z and 

it is evident that he gives the Advice to another, not to himſelf; he gives 
it to hi Son, who, was a Subject, not to himſelf, who was an Abſolate and 
a Sovereign Prince. He gives it to the ſame Perſon whom, in the Clauſe 
jaſt before, he had commanded to fear 1% King, therefore to be ſure, not 
to the King bimſelf, but to ſuch only as were in ſubjection to him. 
And what L argue and Infer from hence is this, that the Advice in the 
Text, not to be given to Change, nor to meadle with ſuch as are given to 
change, tho as Matter of Prudence it may concern all, Kings as well as Peo+ 
& ple,the Supreme Governors of a Nation, as well as thoſe who are under Go- 
vernment; yet as a Matter of Duty it can and muſt belong only to ſuch as 
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are in ſubjection, that is, only to the People and Subjects. For tho', as the 
;, Aßpoſile ſays, there is no Power but of God, and the Powers that be are or- 
„e dained of God, that is, tho the Power which they have is a portion of the 


| Divine Power; yet there is no one particular Form of Government that can 
truly be ſaid to be of Divine Inſtitution and Appointment z and if there be 
not, then there is no one Form of Government but what may be chang'd and 
alter'd, provided that they who make the Change have ſufficient Authority 
to make ir; and ſufficient Authority Ha or they muſt be allow'd to bave to 
make any ſuch Change or Alteration in the Form and Manner of the So- 
vernment, who has, or who have for the Time being the Supreme and So- 
vereign Authority in that Nation wherein ſuch Change is made. For the 


or Sovereign Authority of every State or Nation (whether it be lodg'd in One 
rs Hand, or in many) is, and in the Nature of the thing muſt needs be, Abſo- 
a- & lote,Unlimited,and Uncontroulable : That which is the Higheſt Authority 
he in any Nation, may do what it pleaſes; and becauſe it is the Higheſt upon 


iy Earth, can be accountable to none but God for what it does, This Sovereign. 
Authority therefore, Fſay, may make what Changes and Alterations it 
s ſelf pleaſes in the Frame and Conſtitution of the Government ; and what;- 
In ever Changes it makes, they are Lawful and Valid, provided that no Na- 
ho tural Right of any other Man be thereby invaded and violated. 3 
to Suppoſing therefore Government to be founded originally in the Pa- 
ternal or Patriarchal Right, yet if that fingle Perſon in whom the whole 
Sovereign Power was.lodg'd by this Right, either to give Eaſe ro himſelf, 
o- finding the Weight of the Government too heavy tor himſelf to bear a- 
ice lone; or to give Kaſe to his People, fiading that it is with great. Unwilling- 
cd {neſs and Reluctance that they ſubmit to be govern'd by his Sole Will and 
I pleaſure, or for any other good Cauſe and Conſideration him. thegeuato 
an, moving, ſhall think fit to call to his Aſſiſtance any of his Subjects, conſt» 
ar, If uting them his ſtanding Council, and declaring and enacting that he will 
in 0 nothing without them, and that ao Act or Law of bis, done without 
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challenge or claim it back again as their due, after they have freely partcdfl 
"with it: and when they do chooſe ſuch a Governor, they may chooſe him 


mited Time; or they may, if they think that better, appoint him tor Life; 
or they may. if they are ſo minded, order that the Power which they give 
him fhall deſcend to his Heirs after him; and they may call him King, ot 
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CSI 
their nia, ſhall be of Force and Binding tz his Subjects; . From 
this time forward the whole Frame and Conſtitution ef the Obpefament _ 
will be clearly alter'd, and that which was before an Abſolute, will thence- * 
forward become à Limited or Mix d Monarchy; and this Change in the 
Conſtitution, being made by him that had che Sovereign Power, will be | 
Good and Valid; neither vill it be Lawful for him 'rb DYY FEE again, 
without Seat ot this Council, that Portion Gt'the Sovereiguty which | 
he had before freely parted with and transrerr'd to hem. hs 
And if, the Government being thus ſettl'd, the Sovereign Power for the | 7 
Time being, that is, this King with this Council Hall both agree to make ; 2 | Js 
further Alteration in it; if they ſhall both agree ro lay aſide their own | 
Superiority, and to deyolve the Sovereign Power that it then lodg'd in them , 4 
on the People; and ſhall enact and declare, that no Law ſhall be Good and 
Valid, but what the Majority of the Populace ſhall agree to; by this, if WT 
that Goveromenc, which was ar firſt an Abſdlute, and afterwards a Li- © * 
mited Monarchy, will become a pertect Commonwealth, and after chac 
they ſhall have thus transferr'd rhe whole Government upon the People þ 5 v 
and freely parted with their own Right to it, it will be unjuſt in them to 
re aſſume this Power, any otherwiſe than by the free Gilt of the people 
on whom they had rranefery dir: | 
And, to the other fide, the Caſt will be exactly rhe Kine, if it be ſup⸗ IF 
poled, that the Right of Government was originally in the people; ſtill } 2 
it will be capable of the like Changes and Alterations; the Sovereignty 5 
where · ever it is lodg?d) may be alienated and parted vich to others. K ert 
therefore the Sovere guty being (as is now ſuppcs d) lodg'd in the People, | Di 


4 
9 
Oe 


they, finding the Inconveniences of Numerous, Popular Aſſembhes, ſhalf us 
think fic ro transfer this Power to ſome few Perſons delega ed and choſen mY 
by themſelves ; from this time forward theſe Delegares or Re preſeuratives | e 2 


of the People are the Supreme Power, and the people become meer Sub- Er 
jects to them, and may not forcibly take again to themſelves that Power ina 
which they have freely parred with, And again, If this Repreſentative Body 
of rhe People, in which the Sovereignty will be then lodg d, finding the in- 
conveniences of this ſort of Government, by Reaſon of the Factions they "% 
are ſubject to, ſhall think fir to make Choice of Ongſiogle Perſon to prefi de * 
and moderate in their Aſſembly, with a Negative or a Caſting Vote, or with er 
what further Degree of Power they ſhall think convenient to beftow upon oO 
him: This is a farther Alteration of the Manner of the Gevernment ; be- 3 
cauſe, what Power they give him they give from themſelves, and may not Mf ir 
a 
ave 
al 
Ent: 
that 
on 
not 
and 
Vere 


Z 


upon what Conditions, they may conſtitute him with what Limitations they 


picaſe ; they may, if they will, appoint him only for a Year, or other Li- 


Duke, or Statholder, er give him whitever other Title they ſhait think 


better. And if after this, finding Inconyeniences in this mix d ſort of Go« 
vergment, 


— 
> —— * . 2 


ment, they in whom the Supreme Power i is then lodg'd, Sir? is, this a. 
or Duke (or Whatever elſe he is' afl'd) with his Council or Parlia- 


. a e. ſhall öoth agree together to make à further Alceration in the Ga-" 

the ment: if they ſhall agree ro transfer the whole Sovereignty, to him, 

be an he ſhall conſent to accept of it; and they do both by afolemn Ac 
in, Bree and Ordain this Eſtabliſmment: thar Government, which was at firſt 

ich 2 Pemocracy, aud af er that a mix d Monarchy, will thence- forward become 

Ae a | Abſolute Monarchy ; and 1 any of all theſe Changes or Alterations in the 
he rm or Manner of Governmear, being made by ſuch as for the Time be- 
4 a 


ing were lawfully poſſeſs d of the Sovereign Power, will be regularly made; 


f * ' q being once made, will be Valid and Binding : And in whatſoever Hands 
ad 


We Sovereignty ſhall*be thus regularly plac'd, it can't be regularly taken. 6 
m thence again but by his or their own Conceſſion or Conſent. 


19, * Frhus, think it is evident that no Change or Alteration of the Form 555 


1 0 


ac | 


Poernment from one ſort to anotherjis in it ſelf unlawful to be made, pro- | 


er 1 ed it be made by thoſe who have Power to make it; that is, by the Go» 
< 10 
5 Poereign Power in their Hands; becauſe /as I faid before) there is no one 
rt of Form of Government that can truly be ſaid to be of Divine laſtitu- 


Urnment it ſelf, 1 mean, by him or them who for the Time beiog have the 


n. The Power of Government indeed; that is, the Power and Authority 


* 4 
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Frm; that whatever has been ordain'd by Man may be alter'd by the ſame 


2 l N 
h „ 
73 > 
* 5A 
4 


© 


et 

ni 
2 

N 

* Fes 
do 3.0 


14 


at Governors have, is from God, By me, lays he, Kings reign,and Princes 


ecree Jaſtice; Prov. 8. 1 5. and, "there i is no Power but of God, ſays the 
/e, Rom. 13. 1. but the Def ignation and Appointment of particular 
Merſons to the Adminiſtration of the Government, this is Humane; and the 
Piſtribution of the Power of Government into One, or into more Hands, 


is is likewiſe Hamarie : This is the Ordinance of Man only, and whatever 
ordained by Man, is in its own nature Alterable, and miy at any Time 
altered by the fame Power that ordained ir. I do not ſay, it may be al- 
r'd by the ſame Perſons that ordain'd it, (for 'ris poſſible that by Tuch Or- 
Winance the Power may be trans ferr'd from One Perſon to another, and what 
Power any Man has once given away from himſelf ro another, he can't re- 
Wlaim as in right; he may receive it again as a Gitt from him to whom he 
have it, bur he can't Challenge it again as his Due. I ſay therefore, I do not 


Jerſons that ordain'd it) I only affirm, that it may be alter'd by the ſame 
over that ordain'd'ir; Iaffirm, that the ſame Humane power which has 
fertl'd the Sovereigaty in one Hand, may diſtribute it into ſeveral Hands, or 


it has ſettl'd it in many Hands, it ma y take it thence and give it into one 


and ; tho' the ſame Humane power which has made the perſons of ſuch as 
ave the Adminiſtration of the Government Elective, may ordain that they 
all be Succeſſive: That ſame Humane power that can ſettle a Crown in 
Eatail, can alſo cut off the Entail of a Crown; that ſame Humane power 
that can ſettle the Succeſſion of a Crown onconditionally, may appoint 
onditions, without performing which he that is next Herr in Courſe ſhall. 


nor inherit: And wharever Eftabliſhment of rhe Government the Supreme 


and Sovereign e of any Nation makes in One Age, the Supreme and So- 


vereiga power for the time being of che ſame rn in "the NEXT "ey 
. make 


rr ew 


8 ern AT'F Nrn. 2 
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and flouriſh'd, without more danger of Hurt than, Hope of Good to the 


enn 2 ovens 12 8 
. ²— SPEED is 


10) 
mike null and void. For the 3 of every Nation, is, and mu 
needsbe in every Age, logd'd ſomewhere or other, and the Higheſt Pos "jo 
for che time being, may, for its own Time, make what Laws and Ordinane 
it (elf pleaſzs, a3 to the Settlement and Adminiſtrations of the. Governmenl 
which will be good Laws tillthey are repeal'd. But then the ſame Sovereig 94 
Power Which has Authority to make a Law, has, and always mult have 
much Authority to repeal it; and no One Generation of Men can e vera 
ſuch Matters ſo bind the Hands, and reſtrain the Power of the Generation 
to come, but that they in their Time will have the ſame full Power to ordy 0 
Publick Affairs according to their own Liking, that the preſent Generatill 
on has. There being therefore no meer Humane: Conſtitution but what i * 
its own nature is alterable (and I now take it for granted, that the part 
eular Form or Manner of any Government i is a meer Humane Conſtitution mite 
ic plainly follows, that the Precept i in the Text, forbidding to Change, oh 
to med ille with thoſe that are given to Change, is not given to the Suprem 
Legiſlative Power, which may make what Changes in the Form of Govern 4 
ment it thinks reaſonable ; but only to meer Subjects, whoſe Duty it is ti 
be quiet, and to ſubmit to che Powers that be; and who will act out of cher 
Sphere, and in a Matter above their Capacity, in caſe they ſhall take up 
on them to unſertle that Form of Government, whatſoever. it is, that! is ay 
ready eſtabliſh'd, or to frame and ſet up a new One. 

The Supreme Legiſlative Power, where ever lodg'd, is therefore no o- low 
therwiſe conceru'd in this Precept, than only as in a Matter of Prudence 
and fo far indeed they are very nearly concern d in it; it being rarely that 
any conſiderable Change can be made in the Form of 2 Government that 
has been long eſtabliſh d, and under which the common wealth has proſper af 


Community: an Alteration in the Government being like Reparation in 
the Foundation of an Houle, which if it be neceſſary to be made, muſt be 
made; and yet unleſs it be made very cautiouſly, can't be done without 
endangering the downfal of the whole Fabrick, Whenever therefore the | 
Supreme Power of any Nation undertakgs to make any Change in the Eſta-Wle « 
bliſh'd Form of Government, they ought in Prudence to be firſt very well 
ſatisſy d that ſuch a Change is neceſſary ; and they ought likewiſe 7 
to foreſee all the Conſequences that may probably follow from ſuch a 


Change, and to be well aſſur'd, that there will be more Good than Hurt F 
in it: But when they are well atisfy'd i in this, they may then, without Miz 
any Breach of Duty or Juſtice, make ſuch Alterations therein as they judge tha 
needful; they do no more than they bave full Power and Authority to do nl) 
in making ſuch a Change, and it is the * of Subjects to acquieſce in ha 
the Wiſdom of their Superiors, bu 
And the Reaſon why I have now mention'd, and inſiſted fo largely. up- A 
on this Point, is (as 1 have already hinted) not only in order to give Mer 
you the true Meaning (as I conceive) of this Precept, Meaale not with ea! 
them that are given to Change; But likewiſe to give Eaſe and Satisfacti- 1 01 
on to the Conſciences of Men, as to ſome Alterations that have been lately. W 
made in the Goverament of our own Nation, EVE 


For | 


| 117 | | 2 
Im ror you all know, (I ſhall not 2 tell you that,) that the Supreme 
agiſlative Power of this Nation, is by the Conſſirution lodg d in the King 
anc Qucen for the time being, ans in the Two Houſes of Parliament; rbae 
neu at is Enacted by their joint Authorty, is a Law of the Land, and that 
rei ching is a Law ot the Land to-which they do not all three give their 
ve aſent: and in this Eſſential and moſt Fundamental Conſtitution of the 
erighovernment, there has not (God be thanked) been made, and I hope never 
tions Al be made, any Change or Alteration. But as to the Succeſſion to the 

on. there ha ve been of late made ſome very confiderable Limitations; 
rat well had it been for the Nation if the ſame had been made an Hundred 
at ears ſooner, For whereas formerly the Crown deſcenced of Courle to the 
txt in Blood, without any Exception,Condition or Limitation; it is now: 
100nired to deſcend to the next Heir that is a Protefiant ; and thereby not 
ol One Perſon in particular who is of uncertain Birth, but likewiſe ſe- 
*mral others of rhe Popiſn Religion, of whoſe Legitumacy 2 
ruhere has been no Doubt, are debarr'd and excluded from I. W. M. & Seſſ. 
ſc Succeſhon ; and it is alſo declar'd to be a Forfeiture 2. c. 2. 12. W. III 
be Crown, for any one that is poſſeſs'd of it to be re- 
Up ocil'd to the Church of Reme, or to marry with a Papiſt. | 
2% Now this, you know, is what ſome amongſt vs have Humbled at; Firſt, 

cha Change, they think, ought not to have been made; aud, ſecondly, 
oh that it is made, they think, it is Null and Invalid. | | 
But the firſt of theſe is a Point which l am at preſent no Ways concern d 
=p enquire into; neither, I think, are you : They that have Power to 
ke ſuch a Change are the befl, they arc indeed the only proper Judges 
ar the Prudence, the Reaſon, the Neceſſity of it. 
= All therefore that I am concern'd to do, in order to give Eaſe and Satis- 
Aion to the Conſciences of thoſe Subjects who have any Doubrs or Scru- 
es about the Matter, js only to ſhew, that they who made this Alteration 
to che Succeſſion of the Crown, had Power ſufficient to make it, and con- 
adently, that nov it is made it is Valid and Binding; fo that all thoſe who 
ae oblig d by Law to declare (as all Perſons in Place and Office now are) 
Pat tbey do not believe, that any Perſon hath now any Right or Title to 
8c Crown of this Realm, otherwiſe than according to tlus Settlement ot the 
a pcceſſion, may ſafely and with a good Conſcience make this Declaration. 
bor this I rake to be an undoubted Truth, that no Man has a nature? 
t 
e 


t ht to any thing in this World more than to the Neceſſaries of Liſe: 
Uh. thatever Right any Man has to Eſtate, or Dignity, or Dominion, except 
ol over the Fruit of his own Body, is meerly Humane; that is, tis a Right 
apat is given by the Law of the Land or the Conſtitution of the Realm; 
bus, That the Eldeſt Son ſhould inherit all his Father's real Eſtate, is no. 

aw of Nature, for by Natvre all his Children have Right alike ; and eyen 
ere with us, where this is the general Law of Inheritance, yet there are 
al Eſtates in ſome Places, that deſcend after another manner, all to the 
+ FF ounger Son, or to all Sons alike and in ſome other Countries perhaps the 
hole real Eſtate of every Perſon, after the Deceaſe of the Poſſeſſor, may 
F<. to the Crown trom which it was granted, and the Exchequer or "ow | 
= | 1 | iek 
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lick Treafury may be alſo the fole Heit to nis Perſonal Eftate, And if no Man has à Nel 
eural Right to ah Bitate,much leſs can he have a Natural Right to Gov:1nment, I mea 
ont oc his oun Family; tis the Supreme oer of every Nation that gives th s Right ii 
whom it pleaſes, and in ſuch Manner as it Veakes ; tis this Supreme Power of every Ny | 
tion that eſtabliſhes in ſeveral Nations a diftuent fort o: Government, aud which in Mol 
narchies makes ths Crown of one Nation to de Hective, and of another gueceſſive; au 
which in Hered tary Monarchies, excludes, ix obe Country, all the Females and thei 
Hue, and, in a 10cher Country admits the next n Blosd to inherit, whether Male or Fel 
maie, and in th ame Proximity of Blood, preh rs the Male before the Female. Andi 


never yet hrard ii offerꝰd t be proy d, that any & theſe Conditions or Limitations oi. þ 
Sicceſſion to a Crown, were Breaches ofa Law of Nature or Violations of a natural Right I 
Now theretbre, if this e t ue, That no Man has a Nau al Right to the G vernme ** 
of a Ki gdom, jr rem ns, that the only Right which any Perſon hath the, eto mul I 
be a Legal Right, char is, ſuch a Right as is given him by the Law and Conſtitutioſ bj 
of the Realm ; and the Law can give no Right any longer than hie it ſelf is in Force g 
and the ſame Sover gn Legiſlative Power thit can make a Law, has as much Authotift 


ty to repeal a Law; and cae Law which gives any ſuch Kight, being by tufficient Auf 
thority rere l d, te ighe which was ſolely founded upon that Law, muſt needs bey 
come Null and Void: For the Right having no other Foundati n but that Law, thay 
Foundation being remov*d by the Repeal of the Law, the Right that was built upa 
that and nothing elſe, muſt needs fall ro the Gr. und. | | 
To me theretore it ſcems very plain, that whatever Right, either that parcicula Wy... 
Ferfon, of the Legitim:cy of whoſe Birth there is ſo much Doubr, or any other Perſon ; 
ar Perſons whatſoever, that are nearer of Kin to the Crown than that Family is on <6 
which ic is now entail, hid or might! be ſuppos'd to have had, in Caſe t ere hadj]Mot | 
been no Chinge made in the Laus relating to the Succeſſion, it is by the Change that is 
has been now made in thoſe Laws clearly cat off and deftroy'd ; ſo that now we maß 
truly declare, that neither he nor they, who by this laſt Law ae excluded, have amy 
Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this Realm; For no Right ever had they 
or could they have but by Law, and the Law ha: naw given this Right from them 0% 2 
others; and the Supreme Legiſl.rive Power of the preſent Time, has certainly as much hem 
Power and Authority to grant this Right of Succeſſion to whom it will, as the ſame g wil 
Legiſlative Power ot the former Times had. | = y 
So that I think no Perton can now have any reaſonable Doubt of the Lawfulneſs off 4 
making this Declaration, which all in Places and Offices are Bound to make, unleſs he 
doubts whether this laſt Law, (6 limiting the ucceſſion to the Crown, be a Law of the '# ct, 
Land; that is, whether ic was ena&-.i by the Supreme Legiſlative Power of the Nati · ¶ t t. 
on, viz, the King and the Two Hou es of Parliament, in whom, acc ding to our pie- ve 
ſent C nſtitution, the Supreme Legiſlative Power is moſt certain y lod id. And to him er 
who has any Doubt in his Mind whether or no this be a Law of the Land, I have li tle on 
to ſay but this, that if he himſelf don't remember the making of the L w. ( which 1% 
fip» ſemoſt us d it) he may look into the S:atute-Book, and lee if it be not ther print: ke 
ed with the Reſt ; or he may, if he has ſtill a Mind to be more certain of it, ſearch tlie ibu 
Records, and ſee ifthe Original Act be not there entred and kept as one of the Laws BW, 
and Statu e: of this Realm. Or if (his won't ſatisfie, I leave him to be told by the Law- rp 
yers ( for *risnot within my Profeſſion to tell him that) that according to the Conſtiru- = . 
tion of our Government, as it now is, and as it has been for ſeveral Huidre Years paſt, Men 
the King for the time being in poſleſſian of the Crown, and recogniz'd and acknow- f/ ne) 
ledg'd by the States of the Realm, is (without further Enquiry into other Title) Lawfulß 
and Righttul King atleaſt fo far as that an Act of Pa liament paſs'd by him is a Good Bi q,, 
ard Valid Law: This I ſuppoſe the Lawyers will tell him; th s Pm ſure they muſt fiy ey 
or elſe they muſt grant that well nigh half the Statutes, not only of the preſent, but ot 


for er Tie, according to which they Plead, and according to which the Civil Right 
of the Subje c are judicia ly decermin'd, are not good Laws and S. atut 8. 14 
Thus I thiak I have macſe it appear, that chis Precept, Meddle not with them that nid. 
are given to Change, does not teach the Duty of Sovereign Powers, who may Lawfully 7 
nA? . . KS : : | 

make what Changes and Alterations in the Frame and Conſti ution of the Govcrnmen® , 8 - 


'thcy thenelyes wink br; but only of Subje-is, whole Dury ir is 30 be Quier and See, 


(tf 
ated in the Station, and to ſubmit 30 that Form of . Government, which 
| eftabliſh'd, believing (as the Apoſtle reaches that there n ma © Power but 
Sed, that the Powers that be are ordained of God, that w He ver 
a /eth the Power reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, and that they rhat 
N // ſbal receive to themſe lues Damnation. 

W And now 1 come to ſpcak very br: Ay. co the Two points, pals pro- 
F bs'd to be ſpoken to, in order 10 the Explicaziof of the Third and 1 aſt 
Fe rauch of the Wiſe Man' s Advice to his Son, Medale not with them 385 


2 - given to Change, viz. to Dt i. | Who they are that, may be laid 
IS os de given fo. Change; And, 2 Vihar; ir, 15. ro medale with ſuch Men. 6 
pul I. Who they are chat may be ſaid to be given to Change. .. = 


1. Firſt of all, This they certainly. are who are uneaſie jn that State 'of 
io bjction which God has plac'd them i in. who think themſelves better able 
Eo govern the Kingdom than thoſe are in whoſe Hands. providence has de- 
ofited this Care; For they who have this Conceit of themſelves, and. yer 
cording to the pre ſent Eſtabliſhmepe Ire never like to be called to the 
joy ornment, or to any Share of it, can't bur wiſh the Deſtrudtion of the 


doi reſent Eſtahliſh ment, in Order to 1 Room for ihemſelves to come in» \ 
=D hat I were made Judge in the Land, that every Man which had any 

ry lit or Cauſe might come unto me, and I will do him Tuftice; Þ aid Abr 
4 


; lom, 2 Sam. 15. 4. He thought the Adminiſtration of the Government | 
Mert ſo well magag 4 by his Father David as it would be by bimſelfz and 
8 dis fond ſelf conceit· naturally put him upon endeave ouring to Derhrone 
4s Father, and to place himſelf in bis Room, | 

= 2 They may be ſaid to be given to Change, and do ſufficiently ſhew 
29 Mat they are ſo, who tho” they do not exprels ſuch an, high Opinion of 
uch pemſelves, yet are ever expreſſing a very low and mean Opinion of thoſe 
mel whoſe Hands the Government is plac d: who make it their Buſineſs to 
20 8 y into, and enquire out all the Overſights or Miſcarriages, of the preſent 
be dminiſtration, (and what Government is there, or ever was, there ſo per- 
hee, in which there have not been ſome Overſights or Miſcarriages ; ;) who 
ti Met chemſclves to divulge and ſpread abraod all the ill Things they know or 
ave heard concerning their Governors; who on all Occaſions magnific 
Wcry little Failing, aggravate every | {mall miſcarriage, judge of the pru- 
f 2 nce of every Undertaking by its Succeſs. ; ; and if any Enterpriſe that is 
en in [land miſcarries, will neyer ſuffer ſuch Uuſucceſsfulneſs to be at- 
8 Wibured to Chagge, or Providence, or any other Cauſe, but either to groſs 
Wnorance or Uaskilfulneſs, or wiltul Mailer Adana reces ' For to what 
Mr poſe is all ſuch Talk, but only to diſcontent Mens Minds, to render 
em uneaſie in their Stat ion, and to diſpoſe them to attempt A Revolation. 


94 Whey. who allow themſelves to talk at this Rate, have, it may be tov 
uihuch Wit to venture the Burning of their own Fingers; but if they can 
55 Hence and perſwade others to it,that will anſwer their End as well. If 
J ey can but move others to Mutiny and Sedition, they ma ke no Poubt 


Wc chey ſhall afterwards find good Fiſhing for themſelves i in the Troubled 
WW arcrs ; and that if they can but influence the Ignorant, andeaſily Miſ- 


ided Multirude ro pull others down, they | hall! after wards be able with 
aſe to ſet — up. ; 3. They | 
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it not for ſuch abuſed and miſled people as theſe, no Sedit ion would ever bi 


and who knowerth the Ruin of them both. _ b 
I I ſhall obſerve but one thing more concerning the precept in the Text 


3. They may yet more truly be Gy 9 be given to Change, at leaſt, th 
do more plainly ſhew themſclves ro be fo, who if they can find no Faulty; 
the Adminiſtracion of publick Affairs, do without Scruple make them; wh 
ſer themſelves to Forge and Frame any Lies that may do hurt concerning 
the Counſels, the Actions, or the perſons of their Governors: in orde 
to poſſoſs Mens Minds with unreaſonable Fears and Jealouſies, thereby t 
render the perſons of their Governors odious, and their Government Wea 
and precarious. But *V . HY 

4+ They eſpecially are moſt evidently given to Change, or rather the 
are more than given to ir, they are actually attempting it; who in Cal 
of any, whether True or Suppos'd, Diſorders of State, go out of thei 
own Way and Sphere to reQifie or redreſs them; this they certainly do 
who being meer Subjects, do uſe any other Means ro get their grievance 
Redreſs d, than only Prayers and Tears. What power they may <Xen 
for this purpoſe, who have any portions of Share of the Legiſlature veſtel or 
in them as with us, each Houſe ot Parliament manifeſtly has, I will nj 
take upon me to ſay, ; they know beſt the Exteng of their own power, ani. 
upon what occaſions, and in what degrees it is neceſſary or proper to exe 
it, in order to preſerve the Balance that is eſtabliſh*d by the conſtitut ion 
But it is manifeltly irregular for meer private Subjeds, to gather togethſnot 
in Tumulcs, or to break out into open Rebellion againſt rhe 5yovereighl 
power, on pretence of doing themſelves Right: This is a confiderable Adj 
vance towards a Change, and in probability (how Oppreſſive ſocver th Will 
preſent Government is) roward 4 Change much for the worſe : The Miſeric 
of Anarchy, Confuſion, and Civil War being commonly much greater 
and more univerſally felt, than the Miſeries occaſion'd by the Tyrann per 
and Oppreſſion of any Government. Pont 
Theſe are ſuch as may be ſaid to be giwen to Change. And, Bot 
2. They who may truly be ſaid tõ meddle with choſe that are given ¶ Hare: 

Change, are ſuch who give them any manner of Encouragement in rhilo,. 

their Irregular proceeding ; that is, who gladly give car to their UnchariiM;«n 

table, Malicious and Falſe Reports; who love to hear the Government bla co 

Ken'd and defam'd; who are well pleas'd that the Miſchief is done by ot 4E 

Hands, which they themſelves, for their on Safety ſake, were afraid to d the 

dertake. They do give them (till greater Encouragement, who ſuffer them 

ſelves to be cheated into an Opinion of ſuch Mens Honeſty, by the lou 
prerences that they make of Zeal for Liberty and Religion. Indeed, weryl 


% 


very formidable, But they, above all. may moſt truly be ſaid to meaddle wii 9911 
fach as are given to Change, who join and rake part with ſuch whulc op 
Deſign it is, (no Matter upon what ſpecious pretences) to diſſolve the pr are, 
ſeut Government, and to ſet up a new One: They who do thus med Goo 
with ſuch as are given to Change, are no whit better than thoſe are v hoi tinu 


they join with and may juſtly expect the ſame Reward ; even that mel thei 


« 


tion in the Verſe following the Text, T. heir Calamity ſpall riſe ſuddenly $ may 


fa 


mean 
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gan, che Two laſt Branches of it; Fear the King, and, medale uot with 
hem that are given to Change: and this I (hall do, only in order to de- 
ES ice once very Juſt, and I think alſo Uſeful, and very Seaſonable Inſerenet 
nin om the whole, and ſo iconclude.”, | 


rde e is this : That theſe Too Branches of the Wiſe Ma s Advice, as they 


Ling,' and they vho have the Power of the Government may lawfully, 
have ſhewed already, not only attempt, but make Changes in it, if 
ey fre Cauſe,) fo they are plainly given to a that are meer Subjects; 
ind that whether the King be ſo good a King they could wiſh for or no, 
pr whether the Government be as gentle and perfect as it mightſbe or not 
or the Text takes no Notice of the Perſonal Qualifications of the King, 
either of his Wiſdom and Vertue, nor of his Want of them, nor yet of 
he Excellencies or Imperfections of the Government; but it ſpeaks in ge- 
eral of any King for the time being, when it command Subjects to fear 
heir King; andit ſpeaks of any ſort or kind of Government that for the 
me being is regularly Eſtabliſh d, vhen it forbids the Subjects to meditate 
or endeavour the making Alteration in it. Be 


- 


ON 5 Now if it be the Duty of Subjects to fear their King, even tho? he be 


ou not ſo gaod an One as they could wiſh, and not project or undertake-rg 
* make any Change in the Government, even tho! it be for the better ( for 


hat to be ſure is what all ſuch Medlers do think, at leaſt, tis what the 
will not fail to give out ;) if irbe the Duty of meer Subjects to take the. 


reform the Goverament but the Sovereign power, or at leaſt only ſuch 
ay perſons as have ſome Share of the Sovereignty lodg'd in them; and then 
only according to that Meaſure thereof which they have, and wichin thoſe 
Bounds which are ſet to their Power by the Conſtitution; much rather 
Ware all meer Subjects bound, both in Duty and alſo, in Intereſt, to Fear and 
obey a good and Gracious Sovereign, and not only to be quiet and con- 
tented, but very thankful too if they have the Happineſs to be under a 
Government enat can't be mended, a Government that ſeems as perfect as 
a Humane Conſtitution can be. And this (Ged be thanked) is, in both 
theſe Reſpects, manifeflly our Caſe at this preſent time. For, 

. As to the Conſtitution of our Government, that is certainly the beſt 


imagine al better: "Tis a Conſtitution wherein the Power of the Sword is 
fully lodg'd in the Sovereign, and yet with all the Security that can be that 
t ſhall never be Miſ-us'd; whereby the Right and Prerogatives of the 


preſerv'd ? wherein the Sovereign has all the power that can be to do 
Good, and none to do Hurt. In a word, it is a Conſtitution, during the con- 


tinuance whereof, the people can never be Enſlav'd and Ruin'd but with 
1 their on Conſent by Repreſentatives of their own Chooſing; and it 
may de reaſonably bop'd, that they will never be ſo fooliſh as to give their 


Conſent to their o Deſtruction. And yet, 
2, If this might biſuppog'd, we ſhould nevertheleſs be ſafe from pre- 


re given to none but Subjects, (for the King himſeſf is not to fear the 


hings as they find them, becauſe none regularly go abaut. even to 


in the whole World, The Uropians would be hard, put to it ſo much as to 


Cron, and the Liberties and Properties of the People are with equal Care 


{ear 
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fent Ruin, having (God be thanked, and on this Day; of Her Majeſty! 
Happy Acceſſion to the Crown we have, more eſpecially, Reaſon: to be 
thankful for it';*having;- Eſuy) ſuch a Sovereign now on the Throne, a; 
might ſafely be Truſted with the higheſt and moſt unlimited Preroga tives 
becauſe ve are morally aſſu'd; ſhe never would uſt chem hut to promote 
the Good and Weltare of her people. A QIF&E N that is intirely ia 
the lntereſts of her People; and can't rea ſonably be dg much as ſuſpedtei 
to have any lutereſt of her oA diſtinct from theirt. . A EE N batt 
has deen remarkably careful about Matters of Piety, and expreſs ud thei 
moſt earneſt Deſire to tranſmit to Poſterity the ſame excellent Religion 
that is Eflabliſhd among us. A EE N, that is/ qu far: ſrem endeg 
vouring to enrich her ſelf by the Spoil of her Subjects x hat She has no 
only been beyond Example, Provident in the Management of the Publick 
Treaſure, but alſo as Frugal in Her own Expences as with Decency, and 
with the Preſervation of the Hondur of the Crown ſhe could be, with this 
only Deſign, that She might ſparè as much as was poſſible out oſ her-own# 
Revenue towards the Pubſiek Uſe, that ſo Her Subjects might be the leſ 
But it would be endleſs to ſay all chat might be ſaid upon this Subject, 
I'm ſure without" Flattery, and I verily believe, without the Suſpicion: off 
it; and I am ſenſible I haye already kept you tod long g 


+ Iſbalt therefore only add this one thing more, iz. That being fo en 
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tremely Happy as we now are; both in the Conſtitution of the Govern - 


ment and in the Adminiſtration of it ,* we have nothing elſe to do, but to 
be thankſul to God for theſe Bleſſings,” to endeavour to walk Worthy of 


put up our hearty Sypplicarions to the Throne of Grace, that God would 


them, and to pray for their continuance: And ia order to this laſtꝭ to 


de pleas d to grant the 550 EE N a long Life, and to direct Her Caun: 


ſels, and proſper Her Endeavours for the Publick Good; Aud that when 
He ſhall be pleaſed to trapſlate Her hence to a berer Kingdom (which 
for our on ſakes we can't but wiſh may not be ia our Tue) he will then 
bleſs our Poſterity with a Succefſion of ſueh Princes (and, i it may be, 
from her on Body) who like Her may govern Wiſely and Live Vertu- 
ouſly, and by the Authority both of their Laws and of their Godly Ex- 
ample, may perfect that Reformation which (ſuch is our preſent Corꝛup-- 
tion both as to Principles and Morals)it is to be fear'd Her Reign alone, 
tho" we wiſn it may be a very long one) will not be ſufficient to accom- 9 


And na GOD of hi Infinite Merey vouthſafe to hear and 
1 grant theſe our Petitions, for the Jake of our Lord ꝓeſus 
Cb, Te p Ko. 4.5 
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